[O] “Abbuyah said to them, ‘My masters, have you come to burn my 
house down around me?’ 


[P] “They said, ‘God forbid! But we were sitting searching around in 
the words of the Torah from the Pentateuch to the Prophets, and 
from the Prophets to the Writings, and the words were as alive as 
when they were given from Mt. Sinai. And the fire shone around us 
as it shone from Mt. Sinai.’ 


[Q] “And the essential attribute of their being handed over at Sinai? 
They were given only by fire: ‘And the mountain burned with fire 
to the heart of heaven’ (Deut. 4:11). 


[R] “Abbuyah, my father, said to them, ‘My masters, if this is the 
power of the Torah, if this son of mine lives I will dedicate this son 
of mine to Torah.’ Because his [original] intention was not pure 
[lit., for the sake of heaven], therefore it was not realized in the 
case of this man [Elisha, speaking of himself in the third person].” 


He said to him, “And what else have you been expounding?” 
He said to him, “Gold and glass cannot equal it” (Job 28:17). 
He said to him, “How did you begin to expound it?” 


He said to him, “The words of Torah are hard to acquire like vessels of 
gold but easy to lose like vessels of glass. Just as vessels of gold and 
glass, when they are broken, can be repaired and become as they 
[originally] were, so a scholar who forgets his learning can go and 
learn it [again] as at the beginning.” 


[W] He said to him, “[You have gone] far enough, Meir. Here is the 
Sabbath limit.” 


[X] He said to him, “How do you know it?” 


[Y] He said to him, “From the steps [lit., hooves] of my horse which I 
am counting; he has gone two thousand cubits.” 


[Z] He said to him, “You have all this wisdom, yet you do not repent!” 
[AA] “I cannot,” he said. 
[BB] “Why not?” R. Meir said to him. 


[CC] Elisha said, “Once I was passing before the Holy of Holies riding 
upon my horse on the Day of Atonement which happened to fall 
upon a Sabbath, and I heard an echo coming out of the Holy of 
Holies saying, “Repent, children, except for Elisha ben Abbuyah, 


